The “Great” War

World War I from its Origins to the Battelfields of France

Sunday, June 18th
Departure from the USA

Overnight: Plane

Monday, June 19th Overnight: Hotel Royal, Vienna
Your arrival in Vienna will be met for the transfer to our city-center hotel. After time to unpack and rest up from the
overnight flight, we will travel to the Grinzing district of the capital for dinner at a traditional Austrian wine tavern.

(D)

Tuesday, June 20th Overnight: Hotel Royal, Vienna

A morning walking tour of the city center with a local guide introduces this sparkling jewel of the Hapsburg Empire
and introduces us to the tradition of Austro-Hungary and the age of empire. After a break for lunch we’ll visit the
Schonbrunn Palace, the exquisite summer residence of the Hapsburgs, where we’ll enjoy a guided tour of the interior
and have time to stroll the gardens before heading back into the city. Dinner this evening will be at the Medl Brau
brewery/restaurant. The founder’s story alone is worth price of admission! (B, D)

Wednesday, June 21st Overnight: Hotel Royal, Vienna

We begin the day with a visit to the Museum of Military History, tracing the history of the Habsburg Monarchy from
the end of the 16th century to the end of the monarchy in 1918. The Sarajevo Room will give us an insight into the be-
ginnings of the “Great War.” This afternoon is free for personal exploration — perhaps a visit to the Secession Museum.
The Wiener Secession; also known as the Union of Austrian Artists, or Vereinigung Bildender Kiinstler Osterreichs,
was formed in 1897 by a group of Austrian artists who had resigned from the Association of Austrian Artists, housed

in the Vienna Kiinstlerhaus. This movement included painters, sculptors, and architects, and the first president of the
Secession was Gustav Klimt. Dinner this evening will be at the Salm Bréu restaurant and brewery. (B, D)

Thursday, June 22nd Overnight: Hotel Gruener Baum, Hallstatt
Heading west from Vienna we make a stop at the spa town of Bad Ischl, where we will visit the Kaiservilla. In 1854,
the Emperor Franz Joseph’s mother, the Archduchess Sophie, gave him the Kaiservilla (Imperial Villa) as a wedding
present. The villa became the imperial family’s summer residence. After lunch (included), we continue to the UNES-
CO World Heritage site of Hallstatt, a center of the salt-mining industry. Dinner is incuded at the hotel this evening.
(B, L, D)

Friday, June 23rd Overnight: Hotel Erzherzog Johann, Bad Aussee
Our day in Hallstatt today will include a visit to the Salt Mine, some light hiking, a boat ride on the adjoining lake,
the Hallstatter See, and an excursion up to the Five Fingers viewing platform for incredible views over the Dachstein
Mountains. We continue to our hotel in bad Aussee for dinner. (B, D)

Saturday, June 24th Overnight: Hotel Golf, Bled

Leaving Hallstatt we travel southeast across Austria, via Graz to join the Austrian Weinstrasse, the Wine Road. We’ll
stop at the hotel restaurant Mahorko in Glanz-an-der-Weinstrasse, overlooking the vineyards for lunch and then visit
the Lackner Tinnacher vineyard for a tasting, including the famous Rifugio wines. This afternoon we cross the border
into Slovenia and continue to our hotel in the town of Bled, where dinner awaits us. (B, L, D)

Sunday, June 25th Overnight: Hotel Golf, Bled

This morning we take an excursion through the Slovenian mountains to the town of Kobarid (known as Caporetto in
Italian), site of a major battle in 1917. Caporetto marked the first occasion on which the Germans had determined to
provide assistance to their Austro-Hungarian allies on the Italian front. A local guide will show us the Kobarid Muse-
um and take us on the historical trail that follows the Italian “third line of defence.” The trail leads us through trench-
es, forts and buildings intended for the defence of the passage across the So¢a River and of the roads on the right bank
of the river. On our return to Lake Bled, we’ll stop and take a ride on the summer toboggan — a gravity roller coaster
leading down to the lake and then return to our hotel. The evening is free in Bled to sample a local restaurant. (B)

Monday, June 26th Overnight: Hotel Les Jardins du Marais, Paris

From Bled, we drive into the Slovenian capital of Ljubljana. A local guide will show us the city highlights and we will
have time for lunch before boarding our afternoon flight direct to Paris, Charles de Gaulle Airport.




On arrival our bus will take us to our hotel to check in. The evening is free. (B)

Tuesday, June 27th Overnight: Paris

We’ll visit the Musee de 1’ Armee this morning, located in Les Invalides. The afternnon is free. Why not take a walk
along the Seine, heading toward Place St. Michel near the Pont Neuf. You may wish to explore the Ile de la Cite, the
beautiful island that houses Notre Dame, explore the narrow, winding walking streets in the vicinity, or stroll onto the
Isle St. Louis where posh shops line the central street of this tiny jewel (home to the irresistible ice cream at Bertillon!).
Check out the Musée d’Orsay, the medieval Cluny, or Rodin’s museum. From superb museums to upscale shopping to
café sampling, your day in Paris will fly by. We’ll gather again this evening for a ride aboard a Bateaux Mouches and
enjoy the illuminated monuments of Paris viewed from the river. (B)

Wednesday, June 28th Overnight: Paris

Today we travel with a local guide to Meaux, just outside Paris, where we visit the spectacular Meaux Museum, with an
incredible collection of WW1 uniforms, weapons and equipment. Lunchtime in Meaux, then travel out on to the Marne
battlefields to see the British Memorial to the Missing of the 1914 campaign at La Ferte Sous Jouarre, and the Royal
Engine Memorial where the pontoon bridges across the Marne were built. At Chateau-Thierry, we see the huge Ameri-
can Memorial commemorating the 1918 battle and look at the story of the ‘Doughboys’ who were here at that time. We
end the day at the impressive Dormans Memorial which commemorates those who fought and died on the Marne during
the First World War and return to Paris for a free evening. (B)

Thursday, June 29th Overnight: Paris

A final free day in Paris. Alternatively there will be the option of taking another excursion from the city to visit the
battlefield of the Argonne Forest, or you could head out to Louis XIV’s palace of Versailles for the day by public trans-
port. A final free evening in Paris. (B)

Friday, June 30th Overnight: Home
Morning transfers to Paris Airport for returning flights to the U.S. (B)

The cost of this itinerary, based on 14 paying participants is $3920 per person, double occupancy.
(Single supplement: $1380). This includes the following:

Airfare: One way flight from Ljubljana to Paris. All customs fees and airport taxes included

Hotels: 11 nights’ accommodation in first-class hotels (see below). All hotel taxes and
service charges included

Coaching: | All ground transportation by private mini-coach as detailed in the itinerary

Guides: Local guides for a full day in Vienna and at Caporetto and the French battlefields
Meals: Breakfast daily, 6 dinners, 2 lunches
Expenses: Porterage of one large suitcase per person

Entrances: | Entrance fees to all sites included in the itinerary

This quotation is based upon using the following hotels, although Discover Europe reserves the right to
substitute properties of an equivalent or superior standard should these prove unavailable at the time of booking.

Vienna Hotel de France (www.gerstner-hotels.at)
Hallstatt Hotel Gruener Baum (www.gruenerbaum.cc)
Bled Hotel Park (www.sava-hotels-resorts.com)
Paris The Villa Mazarin (www.villamazarin.com)
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